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The highlight of this autumn’s meeting was a presentation by Penelope Tollitt, Spatial Planning
Manager of Wycombe District Council. Penelope’s husband, Michael Tollitt, Chartered
Environmentalist, historian and architect suggested further reading.

Although most members of civic societies will be familiar with the issue of global warming, the talk
was so clear and compelling that we have summarised the key arguments here .

by Penelope Tollitt, summarised by John Davies
CO; and Global Warming

The subject has now moved up the political agenda,
not least due to Al Gore, former US presidential
candidate, with his book and film “An Inconvenient
Truth”. Highly respected think-tanks in the UK,
America and Australia say that there are now “just 10
years to save the world”. By then average global
temperatures could have risen by 2°C, and this could
represent “a point of no return”. Seven key questions
are often asked:

What is global warming?

A time-line of world history shows just how stable
climate has been since the end of the last ice age
some 10,000 years ago. The entire history of
agriculture has been within this period. The mediaeval
climatic “optimum” corresponding to settlements in
Greenland, and the “little ice age” with the Frost Fairs

on the Thames, represent just minor fluctuations Skuas in the Shetland Islands struggle with
compared to the rate of change we are now seeing. climate change

The mechanism of warming was explained in terms of sunlight passing readily through the
atmosphere to warm the surface of the earth. However, the resultant warmth that is reflected back
towards space is mainly infra-red radiation, and some of this is trapped by gases in the
atmosphere. Carbon dioxide absorbs in the infra-red, and the more CO; in the atmosphere, the
more this warmth is retained; hence the term greenhouse effect.

What is climate change?
Climate change is a reality as shown by
Hurricane Katrina, visible from space as a
vast vortex of cloud. Such events are likely
to become more common, and of greater
severity, as the oceans warm. Changing
rainfall patterns are already a reality, while
predictions of the warming effects being
greater towards the poles are confirmed by
observed temperature changes and
melting ice sheets.



Penelope & Michael Tollitt

How do we know it
is happening?

A graph of near-surface
temperatures since 1861
provides compelling
evidence of a take-off in
temperature, initially from the
1920s, but then strongly
from the 1980s. When
examined by specific
locations around the world,
the greatest increases are
found in the higher latitudes
away from the equator, in
accordance with prediction.
Further confirmations of the
changes are provided by a
graph of sea levels, showing
rapid and consistent rise
throughout the 20" century,
and by the evidence of
retreating glaciers.

How do we know it

is related to CO ,?
The graphical evidence is
striking. A chart of CO,
levels in the atmosphere
over the last 1000 years
shows a remarkably
consistent level of around

280ppm. The take-off starts
in the mid-nineteenth
century, and has
dramatically accelerated in
the final decades of the 20"
century to reach around
380ppm today. But even
more remarkable are the
data for both CO, levels and
inferred temperatures over a
much longer period. These
cover some 600,000 years
and include several of the
Pleistocene ice-ages and
interglacial periods. CO,
levels are now much higher
than they have ever been
over this period, and also
there is a very strong
correlation between the
graphs of temperature and
CO, concentrations.
Although the CO; levels
fluctuated during the ice-
ages, the present high levels
represent uncharted territory,
with the most serious
implications for further
temperature increases.

How do we know it
is caused by man

and is not ‘natural’?
The chart of CO, emissions
on a year-by-year basis
since 1850 shows a steady
rise during the industrial
revolution, through to a
much more rapid take-off at
around 1950. CO, emissions
have increased from around
6Gt per annum in 1950 to
some 25Gt per annum
today, and still rising fast. (Gt
= Gigatonnes or 10° tonnes)

CO, emissions from the use
of fossil fuels are only part of
the story, and amount to just
under two-thirds of all
greenhouse gas emissions
when quoted on a CO;,
equivalent basis (some
gases, particularly methane,
have a much more potent
greenhouse effect, and
relatively small emissions of
these are equivalent to a
much larger quantity of
CO,). Burning fossil fuels,
deforestation and intensive
farming are all human

activities, and this large-
scale release of greenhouse
gasses can only be seen as
being man-made.

What is different to
previous natural
warmings?

Over the last 600,000 years
there has been a series of
ice-ages interspersed by
relatively brief interglacial
periods when temperatures
were as warm as today, or
even warmer. However, CO,
levels are so much higher
today than during any of the
warm interglacial periods
that we are seeing
conditions quite unlike
anything that has gone
before (at least within this
timescale). And it is now
quite clear that high levels of
CO; in the atmosphere are
driving up temperatures at
an unprecedented speed.

What is going to
happen?

There will be effects on
temperature, rainfall,
biodiversity, extreme
weather events, social
impact and economics. All
are inter-related and
individual effects cannot be
isolated. There is also risk of
“positive feed-back”. For
example, as ice-sheets melt,
highly reflective ice and
snow are replaced by dark
rock or ocean. These absorb
more of the sun’s warmth,
and so contribute
increasingly to global
warming. The situation could
be inherently unstable, with
a relatively modest
temperature rise initiating
events that could lead to
much further warming.

Examples of the
consequences were given,
including the deaths in the
Paris heat-wave of 2003, the
increasingly severe risk of
flooding in London, the

(Continued on page 4)



Another successful year for
our Association and once
again, thanks go to the Ex-
ecutive and most particularly
to our Hon. Secretary, An-
drew Sangster, for all their
work.

By the time this newsletter
appears, many of us will be
attending the Examination in
Public of the South East
Plan. The High Wycombe
and Chiltern Societies will be
making representations and
the Aylesbury Society will
appear on behalf of ANTAS.

With the sad death of
Anthony Wethered, ANTAS’
founding secretary, the
Executive Committee was
pleased to propose the
election of Mrs Diana
Wethered as Vice-President
of the Association. The
President noted the support

During the year, ANTAS has
participated in discussions
on the working of Local Stra-
tegic Partnerships, electronic
communications systems for
members and Societies, the
proposed delisting of the
Commonwealth Institute
building from Grade I, the
Rural Forum and, most re-
cently, the launch of the eco-
nomic strategy for the South
East.

I would like to urge all Socie-
ties to participate in the As-
sociation’s debates, includ-

Merrin’s
chair

he had received
from both Anthony
and Diana
Wethered when he
was chairman of

Tony Fooks

ing those that are presented
to us by the Civic Trust, and
also to encourage other
groups to join with us in pre-
senting wider representa-
tions to the appropriate Au-
thorities.

Many thanks to all of you for
your support throughout the
year, and | wish all members
and Societies a very happy
Christmas and a busy New
Year.

Chris’
chair

the Marlow Society and later as chairman of ANTAS. Mrs
Wethered was elected unopposed.

Member societies are welcome to reprint items froenANTAS Newsletter in their own
newsletters. Any society wishing to do this shouldtacnthe Editor who would be pleased
to provide the item as a MS Word file. We would asly society using such material to

acknowledge the ANTAS source.




Sir David
Attenborough in
his recent BBC
programme said,
“I am no longer
sceptical. Now |
have no doubt at
all. Climate
Change is the
major challenge
facing the world.
People say it will
be all right. It
won't.”

(Continued from page 2)
increasing frequency of
forest fires, the rapidly
increasing cost (insured and
otherwise) of extreme
events, loss of species and

threats to human
populations.

The final quote was from Sir
David Attenborough in his
recent BBC programme, |

am no longer sceptical. Now
| have no doubt at all.
Climate Change is the major
challenge facing the world.
People say it will be all right.
It won't.”

Further reading
Michael Tollitt’s recommend-
ations can be found at
www.antas.org.uk/
events.htm . Other links
www.climatecrisis.net
www.ukcip.org.uk
www.metoffice.com/
research/hadleycentre/
models/modeldata.html

The presentation on Global
Warming reported above is
based on sound, mainstream
scientific knowledge. We
have deliberately not gone
beyond these hard facts to
present entirely credible, but
alarming, scenarios of what
is likely to happen in the
future if we fail to act now.

Nor have we put forward
alternative views, sometimes
expressed in the popular
media, but not supported by
the mainstream scientific
literature, suggesting that
natural corrective mecha-
nisms may produce a more
benign set of outcomes.

Overall, we believe that the
facts set out in Penelope
Tollitt's presentation provide
the basis for considering the
magnitude of the problem,
and the serious need to find
effective and credible solu-
tions.

We also believe that civic
societies, as organisations
campaigning for the protec-
tion and improvement of the
built environment, are likely
to have well informed views
on what needs to be
achieved in the urban con-
text.

The ANTAS Newsletter

would welcome the views of
civic societies, and indeed
our many other readers in
local authorities and else-
where, on what is probably
the most important issue of
our times. If we consider, as
many now do, that “business
as usual” is not an adequate
response to the challenges
facing us, then civic societies
need to develop and pro-
mote policies, particularly on
land use planning and trans-
port issues, that will make a
difference.

We would invite civic socie-
ties to consider what can be
done within the urban envi-
ronment to achieve major
and sustained reductions in
fossil fuel usage and hence
in carbon dioxide emissions.
We would suggest that cam-
paigning to influence local
authorities and regional gov-
ernment on these issues is
just as important as our very
effective and influential cam-
paigns to improve civic
amenity and to protect the
historic environment.

Do you have views on meas-

ures such as:

- Much higher environmental
standards in new build
housing?

- A total stop on car-
dependent housing devel-
opments?

The Editor

- All new employment, retail
and hospital developments
to be accessible by high
quality public transport?

- Co-ordination between
different modes of public
transport as in other Euro-
pean countries?

- Public transport to be reli-
able, affordable and attrac-
tive?

- Reduce the need for car
travel by all possible
means?

Of course, many of the

measures to combat global

warming can only be taken
by central government, in-
cluding the need to establish
rigorous, binding interna-
tional agreements for con-
certed action. However, we
believe that an effective con-
tribution to any solution can
also be made locally, and
this is where action by cam-
paigning organisations such

as civic societies can make a

very real difference.

Let us know your views; we
will include as many as pos-
sible in the next ANTAS
Newsletter.



Most members of civic
societies have a good idea
of what their societies stand
for and what they do. But
how many know how civic
societies originated in the
first place, and indeed what
brought about the first
tentative steps towards the
wider conservation
movement?

A brief look into the early
years has yielded surprising
information: a growing
interest in protecting what
we value and appreciate in
our environment coinciding
with periods of rapid social
and economic change.
Perhaps we shouldn’t be
surprised at this, as it would
be at just such times that
familiar and reassuring links
with the past are most likely
to be swept away, and there
would be an increasing wish
to moderate the adverse
effects of change.

Nevertheless, the concept of
valuing and protecting the
built environment, as we
would now describe it, does
seem to be a recent concept,
at least in this country.
Although landscapes, and
indeed townscapes, have
been created throughout
history to impress and to
signal power or wealth, there
has been much less regard
for the protection of the
historic environment. Once a
building had lost its original
purpose, it was usually
considered as no more than
a convenient quarry for
building materials.
Architectural recycling is
nothing new, as shown by
the reuse of Roman columns
in early Christian churches.
The Reformation provided a
rich store of stone and other
materials from monastic
buildings, and it is
remarkable that as recently
as 1805, it was felt perfectly
reasonable to demolish
perhaps the finest Anglo-

John Davies digs into the history of standing up for locality

Saxon basilica in England,
built in 669AD at Reculver in
Kent.

However, by the 19th
century attitudes were
beginning to change. An
early example occurred in
York when the corporation
decided in 1824 to pull down
the city walls, badly
damaged by canon fire in the
civil war. Local citizens felt
otherwise, and considered
that the walls should be
preserved for the distinctive
contribution they made to the
city. They launched an
appeal, and by 1833 had
raised the then enormous
sum of £2,400, sufficient to
repair the walls and
safeguard them for the
future. The appeal
organisation is no longer in
existence, but its successor,
the York Civic Trust, is still
one of the most influential
civic societies in the country.

Another early example of
civic concern occurred in
Edinburgh in the late 1840s,
when it was reported that
John Knock’s house was in a
dangerous condition and
should be demolished. A
public subscription was
organised, and by 1850 Lord
Cockburn was writing that
the house had been saved
“without any material change
to its air or its composition”.
He felt so strongly about this
that he could “hardly keep
his pen off the subject”.

It was just at this time that
the first recognisable civic
society appears, in the
somewhat unlikely setting of
Sidmouth in Devon.
Founded originally in 1846
as the Sidmouth
Improvement Committee, it
is still with us today covering
a somewhat larger area as
the Sid Vale Association. In
all probability other civic
societies were founded
during mid-Victorian times,

but as unofficial, voluntary
organisations, little remains
of their records unless they
survived into modern times.
One example is the
Selbourne Society, formed in
1885 which continued in
existence for ninety years
until it was wound up in
1975. And that provides a
chastening reminder today
that even the long existence
of a civic society is no
guarantee of its future;
nothing can be taken for
granted.

However, in mid-Victorian
Britain the conservation
cause was advanced by the
formation of some highly
influential national
organisations. This was
motivated, to a very
considerable extent, by
concern at the harsh working
and living conditions, as well
as the absence of sunlight
and fresh air, endured by so
many at that time. Perhaps
the first such organisation,
the Commons, Open Spaces
and Footpaths Preservation
Society, was formed In 1865,
and may be seen as the
front-runner of the
environmental movement.
From the start, it had
influential backers including
Lord Eversley who, as a

(Continued on page 6)



Garden city concepts.

| (

(Continued from page 5)
government minister, had
been responsible for opening
Hampton Court, Kew
Gardens and Regent's Park
to the public. Other founders
included John Stuart Mills
and Octavia Hill, later to be a
pivotal figure in the formation
of the National Trust. Early
campaigns between 1866
and 1871 were highly
successful in saving
Hampstead
Heath,
Wimbledon
Common and
Epsom Downs
from housing
development.

Perhaps the
society’s most
dramatic
achievement was
in 1866 when
Lord Brownlow,
as Lord of the
Manor, decided to
enclose part of
Berkhamsted
Common. Local
feeling was
outraged. In
response, the
Society organised
a special train,
leaving Euston at
midnight on 16
March taking 120
workmen to Tring,
from where they
walked to the
Common. Once
there, they
dismantled two
miles of railings
leaving them by
daybreak in piles
on the ground.
The landowner wisely
decided to take no further
action, and some 430 acres
were restored to the
Common. The most recent
success of the society, how
known as the Open Spaces
Society, has been winning
the right to walk on all
commons under the
Countryside and Rights of
Way Act 2000. But even
now, commons and village

greens have little legal
protection and the society
continues to press for
government action.

Other societies followed; in
1875 the Cockburn
Association was founded in
Edinburgh, and this still
functions today as the highly
influential civic society for
that city. Two years later, the
Society for the Protection of
Ancient Buildings (SPAB)
was formed in London, with
John Ruskin and William
Morris amongst its founders.
Morris was of course highly
committed to the dignity of
craftsmanship and the
almost pre-Raphaelite ideal
of craft guilds unsullied by
modern commercialism.
Both were also very
concerned about the highly
destructive “restoration” of
historic buildings then taking
place. They considered that
to strip away the successive
changes and modifications
of a building was to destroy
the building’s history,
producing nothing more than
“a feeble and lifeless
forgery”. And nowhere was
this more so than in the
restoration of historic
churches, then much in
vogue.

SPARB still does excellent
work to this day, highlighting
the value of historic buildings
to the environment and the
wider community, and giving
practical advice to owners
and others on their care and
conservation, skills that are
all too lacking in the modern
building industry.

Mention must be made of
two further developments in
the closing years of the 19th
century; the formation of the
National Trust in 1895, and
the growth of the Garden
City movement. The National
Trust as a property-owning
charity with certain rights
entrenched by act of
parliament is very different
from other campaigning

organisations. Nevertheless,
it reflected the need, in-
creasingly recognised at that
time, both for conservation of
the built environment, and
for access to fresh air and
unspoilt countryside.
Similarly, the reaction to the
squalid living conditions in so
many of Britain’s industrial
towns and cities led to the
formation of the Garden City
movement. Early model
industrial settlements, such
as Saltaire (1853), Bournville
(1879) and Port Sunlight
(1888) gave impetus to this,
which was formalised as the
Garden City Association in
1899.

At the same time, concerns
to protect and improve major
towns and cities led to the
formation of new and more
significant civic societies.
Bristol, Bath and Belfast, as
well as Hampstead and
Wimbledon, had civic
societies or preservation
trusts before the outbreak of
war in 1914. In the inter-war
years further societies were
formed, including the
Birmingham Civic Society
and the Norwich Society,
and by the end of this period
a total of some one hundred
civic societies were in
existence. The movement
had sufficient impetus for a
Central Council of Civic
Societies to be established
in 1939.

But just how did the number
of civic societies increase
from about one hundred to
some 800 today? And what
happened to the Central
Council of Civic Societies?
The story will be continued in
a future Newsletter.

The help of the Civic Trust is
acknowledged in providing
information for this article.
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Strength in Numbers

Bishop’s Stortford has
formed a partnership with all
the active community and
residents’ associations in the
town, to become the
Bishop’s Stortford Civic
Federation. While
membership of the Society
remains open to individuals,
each of the associations has
become a corporate member
and nominates a member to
the committee of the
Federation. They now
represent over 6000
households in the town. In
the summer issue we
reported that Amersham
joined with Old Town
Residents Association to
give a membership of 450.

Green belts

Marlow is encouraged that
Wycombe District Council is
following Local Plan policies
which protect the town’s
green spaces and Green
Belt from unsuitable
development. However two
examples of Permitted
Development in
environmentally sensitive
locations (Green Belt and on
the banks of the River
Thames) have brought to
light what appears to be a
serious weakness in this
area of planning law. Unless
land is within a Conservation
Area, AONB or specifically
designated sites, it is not
protected from inappropriate
development. If the land is
on a slope then two storey
structures of a large size can
be built with no need for
planning permission.

Oxford reported a conflict of
opinion between Oxford City
Council, which is in favour of
expansion into the Green
Belt, and the county council,
which prefers surrounding
towns. The Society supports
the county because there is
a pressing need for
additional rural
infrastructure. Read the
South East Region

Economic Strategy.

In the 1970s Potters Bar
prevented Wrotham Park
Estates (WPE) building on
Green Belt land to the south
of the town but now a
variation of the plan has
been resurrected. Radlett
faces an enormous Green
Belt development proposal
on the former Radlett
Aerodrome just outside their
borders, between Park
Street and London Colney.
It's an International Rail
Freight Terminal, or
Strategic Rail Freight
Interchange (SRFI), see
www.strife.biz. There are 14
major breaches of Policy
listed in the officers’ report
on St Albans DC website.

The Chiltern Society is to
make representations at the
Examination in Public (EiP)

of the South East Plan on
Green Belts.

Resident’s parking
schemes

Oxford’s Resident’s Parking
schemes are having a
damaging effect on the
social life of areas,
suggesting a need to rethink
the structure of parking
controls. Amersham joined
a meeting where the overall
progress on the Chiltern
District Council Special
Parking Area (SPA)
arrangements one year
since implementation, were
also reviewed. CDC took
over the enforcement of
yellow lines and limited
waiting parking from the
police. A parking fine
became a Penalty Charge
Notice (PCN) and outstand-

The Editor

ing fines are no longer
recovered through court but
through civil action ie.
bailiffs. PCN amounts are
set by Central Government
(in January 2005 at £60) and
this amount is discounted by
50 per cent if payment is
received within 14 days.
Responsible parkers are not
affected by the change in
enforcement from Police to
district council, but for those
who park inappropriately
restrictions will be enforced
more regularly and strictly.
Resident’s Parking schemes
should be a last resort,
householders do not necess-
arily get a space near their
house, visitor's permits are
restricted and an area must
meet eight criteria to qualify.
These include a large
number of non-resident’s
leaving cars there, and lack
of space not being due to
yellow
line

restrictions, nor caused by
enforcement of existing
parking controls.

Useful jargon busters

www.cover-east.org
www.planningportal.gov.uk/
england/genpub/
en/1018892037172.html
glossary of planning terms or
just follow the links at
www.planningportal.gov.uk

What happens to aging associations?

Worrying footnote to the Wendover report that it is losing all
save one of its officers. At the AGM early next year the few
committee members available for re-election are very long
serving. Unless a significant number of new younger volun-
teers come forward from an ageing membership by the time of
the AGM, the Society could collapse.
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It was a relief to find another

comment on a bug-bear of mine

— jargon. Is it designed to
exclude the uninitiated?

$%

Letters to the Editor, the Times,
Saturday 18 November 2006

Gobbledegook

Sir. | have just attended my first
PEM (pre-examination
meeting) in the new planning
system. The list of
abbreviations (in a document
of more than 50 pages) may
allow me to use less paper

in making representations.

There is an AAP (Action
Area Plan) and a CS
(Community strategy)

which is not to be

confused with the

important Core

Strategy (no

abbreviation).

There are

Development

Plan Documents

(DPDs), and a

Local

Development

Document

(LDD) - the

collective

term for

DPDs,

Supple-

mentary

Planning

Documents

(SPDs) and the

Statement of Community
Involvement (SCI). There is
then the Local Development
Framework (LDF) - the portfolio
of LDDs, consisting of DPDs,
SPDs, the SCI, the LDS (Local

Development Scheme) and

Annual Monitoring Reports

(AMRs).

The LDS is to be prepared

by all Local Planning

Authorities (LPAs) for the

Secretary of State (no
abbreviation is
suggested) to

approve.
The
Regional
Spatial
Strategy
(RSS) or, in
London, the
Spatial
Development
Strategy (SDS)
sets out the
regional policies.
There is a
Strategic
Environmental
Assessment (SEA).

| have omitted one of
the most complex
aspects of the
Examination of a Core
Strategy, namely the nine
tests of “soundness”
against which these
various documents have to
be assessed (one of which
relates to coherence).

DENYS FRANZINI
Havant, Hants



